DURANT, GEORGIA

Ms. Durant is a 96-year-old woman who has been re-certified for hospice. This 96-year-old woman has a history of respiratory distress, hypoxemia, and respiratory failure. The patient since last certification has been eating very little, has lost 5 pounds, remains dyspneic at all times especially with any type of activity. Requires oxygen and respiratory treatments around the clock. KPS score is at 50% due to need for considerable assistance. The patient is ADL dependent. The patient wears a diaper because of bowel and bladder incontinence. The patient is drinking and eating small amounts of water and food, hence the reason for the weight loss. The weight loss is unavoidable. She also has protein-calorie malnutrition, cor pulmonale and pulmonary hypertension severe related to her end-stage COPD. The patient is expected to do poorly and remains hospice appropriate. We will keep the patient as comfortable as possible with the help of anxiolytics, oxygen and breathing treatments for the duration of her stay on hospice.
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